[Influence of acute-phase inflammatory response on serum levels of retinol and retinol binding protein in HIV/AIDS patients].
Hyporetinolemia is an independent prognostic factor in AIDS patients. Inflammatory activity causes a reduction in the serum levels of this nutrient in the general population. However, there are no studies assessing the impact of inflammatory activity on the serum retinol level in AIDS patients. A cross-sectional assessment was conducted on 41 patients hospitalized due to AIDS complications. Inflammatory markers (C-reactive protein and tumor necrosis factor-alpha) and serum retinol and retinol binding protein concentrations were quantified. Despite the low (14.6%) prevalence of hyporetinolemia, a significant negative correlation was observed between the inflammatory markers and the serum retinol and retinol binding protein levels in AIDS patients. Acute-phase inflammatory activity is associated with low serum retinol levels in individuals with AIDS.